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THE RATIONALE

The magazine “DEMOCRACY ON THE BRINK?” has all
ils views om Lhe previoos pages bul withoul e views of
eolloge professars, il s incomplete.

The Research and Editerial Department with help of
Ihgital Meddia had 1laken thei Pannel nlerview of all
recenlly  recruiled  professors o (he Politieal  Scienee
Dhepartment of Deshbandhu College for the vear 2022-23. - .
Interacting with them was o pleasanl as well as F- ';&:;L
knowledgeable  experience,  Too make  the  magasine .
intriguing amd informative as well, we are embracing (heir
views on the theme of our magazine,

The professors who sccompanicd vs were Dr. Monika
Cupla; Dr., Geeta; Ms, Hevathy V' Menon; Dr. Vimal
Navan Pandev; Dre Rahul Chimorkar and e, Sumil
Rumar Maurva.

There were four sels of questions Hhal were asked Dy Uhe
core members comprising of Research Hemds Jovantika
Khurana, Palak Agrawal, and Editorial Heads Biswagil
=i, Sumeser Al Ansar

Q- The professors are requested 1o give o beiel
indrodloelion aboul Uhemselves aod D bearnings so far
. Monika Gupda completed her graduation from Avadh
Girls" Degree College, University of Lucknow, and her
post -graduation, M. Phil, and Ph.D, from Jawaharlal

Mehru Universily, Sew Dethis As a researvher, she
interacted with the South Asian diaspora in the UK particularly women from India, Pakistan, and Bangladesh
whao were resiiding there for over 40-50 vears =0 she inleracted with bwo generalions, She wriles extensively on
gender tssues and Indion foreign policies amd European issies, She has preseonted ber papers on global platforms
including the Oxtord, England & Dubdin Cily Universily, Ireland

Dir. Rahd Chimurkar graduated and post-graduated from Hindu College, Universily of Delhi. and did his Ph.D.
Fronm JMI University. His area of research is “teibal polities™ bul apart from Dhis, e also has an interest in Indian
polities and governanes amd policy-related ssoes ol currently doing o project Tor Sational Commission for
Seheduled Tribes,

Dr. Geeln compleled her graduation amd post-graduation Trom Allahabeel University and then compleled her
ALPhil. and PhoL). from the Cenbre for Soulh Asian Studies, Jawaharial Nebro Universily, New Delbi. Her
inleresh area is hdian foreign policy and elimate change aml covironmental polities/disaster management.

Dr. Vimal Nayan Pandey did his graduation and posl-gradoation from GNUS, PL Ravishaoker Shokla
University, amd his M. Phil, and Ph.1). from Jawsharlal Nehra University, New Dielhi, and his research core aren
wais Africa. He also wrole o book aboul “seeurity dimensions in India — South Africa Relations”,

Madam Bevathy V Menon did her geaduation from Shivaji College and post- gradouation with o Master's in Publie
Adtmimisteation from JMI She had dose bee MOPhil in Development Stodies Trom Uhe Contre of Jawaharial Nelieu
Studies, Jumin Millin Islamia aml now pursuing ber Phol), from Ue Department of Politieal Scienee al e
University of Delhi, Her ares of interest s “sub- pubilic sdministration and publie policy™, She has also received
Dioectoral Fellowship from HESSR, New Delhi,
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D, Sumit Kumar Mauryva gradualed from KONLPSS,
sullanpur, UP, and post-graduated from Banaras Hinduo
LUiniversity, UP, and did his M. Phil, and Ph.D. from JNL,
New Delhi, His area of research is Huossian aml Central
Asinn AdTairs andd Forvign Poliey Tssies,

- Dvemoeracy as a form of govermmend hns always e
pual o o peedesinl of gquestions amd remarks, How do yvoa
see democraey i contemporary mes and how will vou
preach fhis Do the readers?

According o Dr. YVimal, demaoeracy in presenl limes s
different  from  ancienl  democracy,  Contemporary
demoeracy slarts from the 15t eenlury onwards and
kKecps on changing. 5o, we  have  different tvpes of
democracy bl we can  differentiole them based  on
“Democracy  in the  concepl™  amd  “Democracy  in
practice/process” . Pakistan = an examphe  of  legal
democracy bul nol a stable one in process amd Tndia is an
example of a substantivie demoeracy.
Lir, Ralal has his views (thal democracy from a Weslern
._ perspective, from where the concepl originaled, s more
o abwound Tioilingg or pudling restrictions on D power of king
whille Indian demoerney is aboul The welfare of The masses
when we look al Ambedkar's definition of democracy, he
agied thal demoeraey i= o form of gwvernment wherehy it

birings social and economie changes and il conld e known

ms revolulionary changes,
e, Revalloy acddisd (hal some reecil issocs like Dhe global demoeraey index 2021 i whieh Dudia placed as awed

demoeracy (461h rank ). Cho one hoand, we say Thal Todia is the largest demoeraey bul on the other hamd, we are
placed within a fawed demoeraey idea or within a calegory thal raises questions about it Female Rawed
deimoeracies are nalions where elections aee foie and feee and basie Tiserties are hoonored bl may have issies.

Die. Monika fArmly holds e basie definition of demoeraey as notling bl the “government of the people, for the
people, amd by the people,” So, ultimalely people are integral lo this entive nolion of democracy. India is the
largest democrney, the mother of demoeracy, and also likes o bl two more adjectives 1o i, Le. oldes!
democracy, and the most suecessful and powerlul democraey. Apart from thal, democracy also ineludes an element
of inclusiveness, tnking evervome logelher,

D, Geela highhighted the potol aloul which demoerney we are discussing whether aboul the Western perspeclive
or the Asion perspective. Aceording o her, if we are lalking about an Asign confinenl or perspective, demoerney
has been alresdy parl of our svstem, and whatever democratie charceteristics or valoes are tnlked about by The
West, we have always been aware of iU bul owing o the Evrocenleie view of the Weslern counbries we are still
nol there, So, fisstly we will have o distinguish the demoeratie perspective of Weslern seholars Teom e
demoeralie perspeetivie ol Asian scholars,

3 Last ot not beast how will vou deseribe demoeraey in one wond?
Dr. Revathy: DECENTRALISED Dy, Geela: PARTICIPATORY
Dr Vimal SUBSTANTIVE, Dr. Monika: EVOLUTIONARY

D, Rabk: SPIRITUAL DEMOCRACY, Dy, Sumit: PEOPLE
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Interview with Prof. Rajeev Bhargava
Prof. Rajeey Bhargava s eurrently the director of its newly launched
[nstitute of Indian Thought amd Direcetor of (S8 from 2007-2004. He
has been a Professar al (he Centre for Political Stadies, Jawaharlal Nehrea
Uimiversity, New Dhedl | PISOSZ2000 ), ame Deetwoeren 240001 pod 2000 was
Head, of the Department of Political Schemes, Universily of  Delli
Bhargava did his BA in coonomics from the University of Delhi, and his
MPhil and DPRl feoan Oxlord Universily. e hos also been o Fellow al
Harvard University, University of Bristol, Institabe of Advaness Studies.
dernsalion, Wissenschaflskolleg, Bectin, amd the Instilule for Doman

Sefences, Vienna, He has also been Distingnished Resident Scholar,

Institule for Religion. Coltore and Pabilie Life, Columbia Universily, and
Asin Chair al Selenees P, Paris, He @5 an Honorary Fellow, al Balliol College, Osford, and currently o
Professorial Fisllow al Uhie Instilole of social justiee, ALL, Sydney,

How can the Indinn Political systiom sustain ils Secularism withoot being heavily buedenid by Commuonalism?

I7 you define community as o religion, then people have begun to think that they are either Hindo or Muostim,
Okay, il people identify aod defione themselves as Hindo or Muslim, (hal's nol commuonalism. Bual, if people starl
defining themselves Thal belonging Lo any religion is to have mandatory hate foe olther religions communilies,
anil the inlerests of their commumity should be peesssarily opposssd Lo olber's commuomity, Uhals eommnalism.
Tolany secularism: where no community or communitics should marginalize or dominale other communities, is
ol everbordened by commmalism, il has been destroved by communalism, Secolarism aml Communalism are
nol compalible with each other. Today, Indin is ina permanent state of anxiely where evervhody is al war,
Indians need o think twice aboul their identity and should open their arms (o aceept other commumities like
brotheers, Todday, we stand in eomplete contrast to how Toagore deseribes Uiis Tond: " Where T mind s withount

feanr ] D head B baeld bigh; Where Knowledge is Freec 7, Bal we stll have boge, we still hoave o chanee.

Please help vs understamd vour idea behind this compilation of 100 essavs, Hebween Plope and Despair. In

whal waysdlo vou want il Lo viekl o change in society?

| Fesed Whiad apasret fromn some young people and some stidents, most of the sdolls 1 meel - scademies who aren'l
well-rend in these matters{of social interest ). lawyers, or doctors have oo idea of socfely and ethies. Many
il cliss adulls have finished teir studies, bul ey forgel everything, This book is for them, 1 von deo ool
tniderstand the meaning of the valoes thal govern our lives, or cond op misaodeestanding them, vou would make
lowi many mistakes: vou woulil acl imadequately. Take, Tor example, the coneepl of freedom, While il can be
defined as nol being bound by chains or being behind the bars, many other levels of freedom are equally
iporbond, These enn bee vour freedom Lo Dok, aomd yvour freedom Trom feor,

Let's talk of women, They are free o walk al night. Bul how many of them do it? Fresdom is nol something
limiledd o the eonlines of your privale domaing il goes bevomd Lo cover the pablie sphere as well, 1T von don'l
kiow how o drive, vou would have an accident. Lo the sone way, i you don’t onderstand Democracy Hhen
Democraey will surely fnee an accident ...

Likewise, there are many other principles, which need a more comprebensive understanding. This book infemds
o play its role in doing just that. With time, we are losing sight and our moral compass. We are becoming loo
sell-evnlorsl. Dafiming ellies hilps vou allain o moral menming in lifie.
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There was a movie called, Hom Dono, there Lata §i was singimg a very beautiful bhajan: Allah bero oo,
Lshwar lero naam, 11's an anli-war song, and 1 hove wreillen aboul il in Chapler 84 of my book, A Praver of
Chur Times. There's & line in (hat song, which goes,"nirbal ko bal dene wanle, balwaano ko de de gyaan, "
This is something so important for our fimes! We should be wise, but when we all are so self-seeking, where is

Ehe wwisclonm Lhere?
When we talk of ethics, it has two implications- We are a generation of people who are losing their sense of

distinetion between right and wrong. We are weeoming anethical, poorly ethical, immoral, and poorly
sl We meed Lo consider This very seriously, All of o= have desines, but ethics reguices os o evaluale our
thirsines hasasd on o whanl s good and whal’s nol. For example, smoking is o desive Dl we mos] mol possess, Elhies
wollbd Therefore regquire us Lo lave a betler desiee whilie aboamdoming the srong desioe al Ue sanmee Linee, Do Uhis
ez, it would be o heallhicr litestyle.

Our kvwrwledge of ethies also saves o8 from mocal idilferenee, Trom e apathy that plagoes ool just e
govermmenl, which oflen Fails Lo address Une pubilic pecds, ol abso U cilizeas, sl seldomn speak up aboul D
wrong they witness aronnd themselves, My hook, which brings over 100 essavs together, is ahout topics
ranging from racism, seculadsm, and our constitulional learnings o reason amd the need for academice

freedom. Each of its essavs, written in loeid langnage can be read gradually by the reader at their convenience,

willoul worrvings too el aboul e length of the lex]. | hope this answers your question,

—

I the ewerend seenmrio, s the role ploved by U oppaosition gelling diminishisd? 10 von think so, then please

BV O Yiews on B

I believe that posilive opposition is bhack, and | don’t feel thal opposition is poor, | think there &5 a general
devline in politics and political leaders, These are two things that exist, one is if vou don't want to share your
powers in vour party then how ean yon believe in sharing power with the opposition? In all parliamentary
demoracies, he leader of the opposilion has the stalus of the couneil of ministers. There @5 oo sech imporiand

rodie of e opposilion parly in the coreenl seenario.

L 2013-14, the ruling parly, De. Mammoban Singh in partcalar was cidicaled al the Gme, Every Mindster of
Congress wins on the talk ol that time. There was eorroplion, and seaoms all aroond that were highly protested
againsl by cilizens amd e media, Doaing the lime of The Narasimha Bso Goveroment, Alal Bihar Vajpayvee
was sent to defend India’s stand on Kashmir, The roling party thonght the opposition wonld handle the
situation betler than D member of he raling party, 5o, e identily of The opposilion depends on how il s
treatedd, if yon treal them as insignificant and valueless then the opposition will bie seen by evervone as trash.
Ohpposilhons are ol given the s stalus which s very b Tor democraey,
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Q. Sinee we devided 1o keep the theme of oor magazine Demoeracy oi the Brink? We really wanted (o
dncderstand Dhe perspesctive of common people, soowe explored rroagh Geld visits, 1= Theee any difference in Ghe

ielizn of demoeracy between segments of soctely based on e privileges people carey

a ) Is Bemoeracy on the brink? 17 ks how do we move alead amd revive?

That i= a really diffienlt question to answer! To answer vour question | kave a bicvele reference based on
Abraham Lineoln's definilion of Demoeracy, of the people, for the people, by the people, Inoa village, (he
sarpanch has a eyele amd goes 1o e mackel o bay things and he gives the evele o people as he likes, Initially,
her wesesd Loogivee The exele o some people Then slowly stacted giving i1 o more people so they can go Lo e
iiarkel amd oy hings Uhemselas | For e people ), This amabogy emn be hebd by Bhe K as well. A King can
alsn do the same, Sow the nature of the wants of people changes. Now they do not just want the exvele bt they
wanl lo be a parl of the decision-making and explore, experiment, and compare to new markets, and belter
aptions. {Hy the people for their benefit). Now the Sarpanch wants his eyele back, but people felt it is their
cyehe amd if pol, Uen ey showbd bave Utheir evele (O the people ).

Now il wa talk aboul Uhe privilege of people Woeven think alsoul Demoerscy comses from o whal ey aspire for,
Against arhitrary power, people need protection, which is also called law ani order. People can peacefully do
their activities and have fewer restrictions in running their businesses, which is an example of good governanes
bt this does not alone guarantee Demoeracy, Just by getting something, evervone getting ration, the gas
evlinder does ol guarantee Demoeraey again, Partisipation, and shaping (he poliey by beocficiaries, and
slaheliolidiers are also pevessarey al Wi saome e, For excample, when vou make food vouwrsell by selecling Ui
ingredienls or ehaoosing The spevifie fhee and gelling il sown by o lailor wilh measarements is a far different
exprerienee from restanrant fomd or ready-made elothes,

Pemoeracy is nol like a human invention, that you make il and will work like that, There s permanent
pariecipalion reguired. D everyvome Hooks sl aboul Dhemselves sl dieso’l eaee aboul ollwees, e i D gowel
docs do onylhing as per ils wishes only oo will renember your mistakes, bal by hen il will e loo lale.
Nowadsnys we know less aboul e povernment Dol e government koows evervibiog aboul s, This
continnous state of surveillanee will break families. this totalitarian state makes it dangerons for a democracy
to sastain. 1 we talk aboot the invasion of citizens’ privale space, then in that sense Demoeracy is really on the
brink! Controlling everything through tech and algorithms, ending free speech, humor, opposition, and
arresling stomil-up comics, Uhis is bappeniog everywlicre! Aonli-Blasphemy laws used 1o exisl in pas) will oller
nalions bul now we are doing il o ours (oo, We are rving our best 1o become The worst of e wiors)

costi s,

Thie way forward is thal o e will eome when peaple will Beeome so frosteated that they' I revoll sod reform,
T'hese will be the peoapls who have nothing to lose, don't have power or wealth, and they'll change the world.

b Whal would youn say for Hee children walching the pews, everyihing happening avommd e e kil of
refleclions they will porteay willy e ?

For children. it is our responsibility thal we don'l vestriel their creativity and imagination. Their freedom of
sy Do bern s grow shoabd not be Tmited . Lesirn from them s let thiom learm, make them sensitive, sl
muke o space for them where it's nol bad Lo think.

Interviewing Panel: Biswajil Sahoo, Palak Agrawal, Sakshi Sharma, Pivash Dixil
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